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Office of the President 
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Provost JoAnne A. Epps 

Office of the Provost 

Sullivan Hall, Garden Level G14 

1330 W. Polett Walk 

Philadelphia, PA 19122 

 

January 31, 2017 

 

Dear President Englert and Provost Epps, 

 

We, faculty of Temple University, call on you as President and Provost of the University formally to denounce the Executive Order 

banning the entry of all nationals from Iran, Iraq, Syria, Sudan Yemen, Libya and Somalia.  This order is racist in targeting nations with 

majority Muslim populations.  It is inhumane in refusing to aid refugees from desperately war-torn conditions, which the United States 

has had a hand in creating.  The ban is already restricting the travel of individuals in this country as well as those stopped at the borders; 

it will tear apart families; and it is terrorizing Muslim-American communities, who know they are being stigmatized, racially profiled, 

and identified as potential terrorists.   

 

We are asking you to take a public stand because this executive order is also an assault on all institutions of higher education. It 

drastically curtails our ability to do our work as teachers, students, researchers, and scholars in every academic field.  Temple has taken 

leadership in the area of global studies and in assuring a curriculum with an international component, not to mention our emphasis on 

study abroad programs across the world. This ban will diminish the university as a site of international cooperation and will compromise 

the transnational production of knowledge. Under this ban, international students, faculty, staff and researchers will be excluded from our 

campuses, and some will be stranded away from their families. We will be hampered in convening international conferences, hosting 

international fellowships, and conducting collaborative research. The ban will have terrible repercussions beyond the seven-targeted 

nations.  Students from other countries will be afraid, rightfully, to attend schools in such a discriminatory atmosphere.  Academics from 

many countries will understandably boycott our institutions to protest.  And of course, there will be retaliatory bans. Ideas cannot freely 

circulate when the mobility of our international community is restricted.  Academic freedom depends on the freedom of movement 

across borders. 

 

Others have drawn heartbreaking parallels between the ban on Muslim refugees today and the refusal to open our doors to Jewish 

refugees in the 1930s and 40s. We should recall another historical lesson. As you well know, intellectuals fleeing from Nazi Germany 

helped create distinguished American institutions, including the New School for Social Research, the Institute for Advanced Studies in 

Princeton, and Brandeis University.  Consider where our institutions of higher education would be today without the fundamental 

contributions since World War II of refugees and immigrants from all over the world.  This includes every field in the arts, humanities, 

social sciences, and sciences.  Respect for this history should help us respond to the current emergency. Moreover, universities like 

Temple are filled with second-generation immigrant students whose parents entered the U.S. in the post-l965 immigrant wave.   These 

students especially need to hear that the leaders of their educational institutions stand behind them as they face an increasingly anti-

immigrant public environment.  

 

In addition to making a public statement, we hope the university will commit resources to legally challenging the executive order. Our 

university counsel and our law school, with its strong international focus, have expertise to share. We should be able to draw on our 

knowledge and our interests to offer amicus briefs in the cases being brought already by the ACLU and CAIR, and the many that will 

follow.  

 

In taking a strong position against the ban, your leadership could help Temple reach out to other universities and colleges, and other 

professional organizations, such as the AAUP and ACLS. Collaborative effort is essential now to fight this attack on the values and the 

workings of the entire academic community.    

 

We are sure you have thought about these issues and are aware of many more repercussions across the university and academia at large 

and among our international students. Many colleagues will appreciate your leadership during such challenging times. We look forward 

to your response. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Sherri Grasmuck, Professor of Sociology, Emerita 



Mary Stricker, Associate Professor of Instruction, Department of Sociology 

Robert L. Kaufman, Professor of Sociology 

Matt, Wray, Associate Professor of Sociology 

David Allen, Associate Professor/ Instruction, Sociology Department 

Pablo Vila, Professor of Sociology  

Donna Marie Peters, Associate Professor/ Instruction, Sociology 

David Elesh, Associate Professor of Sociology, Emeritus 

Kimberly Ann Goyette, Professor of Sociology 

Dustin Kidd, Associate Professor of Sociology 

Rosario Espinal, Professor of Sociology 

Lu Zhang, Assistant Professor of Sociology 

Tom Waidzunas, Assistant Professor of Sociology 

Judith A. Levine, Associate Professor of Sociology 

Melissa R. Gilbert, Professor and Chair, Department of Geography and Urban Studies 

Miriam Solomon, Professor of Philosophy 

Sandra Suarez, Professor, Department of Political Science 

Michael A. Leeds, Professor of Economics, Department of Economics 

Maia Cucchiara, Associate Professor of Urban Education, College of Education 

Elizabeth Groff, Associate Professor, Department of Criminal Justice 

Catresa Meyers, Professor of Criminal Justice 

Rebecca Alpert, Professor of Religion 

David Wolfsdorf, Professor of Philosophy, Philosophy Department 

Philip Harris, Associate Professor Emeritus, Department of Criminal Justice 

Hortensia R. Morell, Professor of Spanish 

Katherine Henry, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of English 

Cate Almon, Assistant Professor of Instruction, First-Year Writing Program 

Suzanne Gauch, Associate Professor of English, Department of English 

Sanjoy Chakravorty, Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Studies 

Steve Newman, Associate Professor, Department of English 

Jena Osman, Professor of English, Department of English 

Amy Friedman, Associate Professor, Department of English & First Year Writing  

Sue-Im Lee, Associate Professor, English Department 

Nancy Morris, Professor, School of Media and Communication,  

Rachel Howe, GEAR UP Coordinator, College of Education 

Kathryn Ionata, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of English 

Anna Strong, First-year Writing Program instructor 

Michael Altimore, Associate Professor of Instruction, Sociology 

Caitlin Hudgins, Program Coordinator, Center for Learning and Student Success 

Eli C. Goldblatt, Professor of English 

Michael J. Usino, Adjunct Instructor, English/First Year Writing Program 

Jason Schossler, Adjunct Instructor, Department of English 

Augusto Lorenzino, Associate Professor of Spanish and Portuguese, 

Jaclyn Partyka, Instructor, English Department,  

Alexa Firat, Assistant Professor of Arabic, Dept. of Asian and Middle Eastern Languages 

Jill Swavely, Professor of Instruction, TESOL Program, Department of Teaching and Learning 

Sharon White, Associate Professor, First Year Writing Program, English Department,  

Tracy Kauffman Wood, Adjunct Professor, First Year Writing Program 

Michael Szekely, Assistant Professor, Philosophy  

Kara Cochran, Professor of First-Year Writing, Department of English 

Susan Wells, Professor of English 

Paula Robison, Associate Professor of English, Department of English 

Heather Levi, Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Department of Anthropology. 

Jay Lockenour, Associate Professor of History, Department of History 

Paul Farnsworth, Professor & Chair, Department of Anthropology. 

Gordon Witty, Assistant Professor of Arabic, Dept. of Asian and Middle Eastern Languages and Studies 

Điểu, Nguyễn, Associate Professor, Department of History 

Richard H. Immerman, Professor of History, Department of History 

Jennifer Wood, Associate Professor, Department of Criminal Justice 

Elizabeth Spencer, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of English 

Petra Goedde, Director of CHAT, Associate Professor, Department of History 



Kathleen Biddick, Prof. Emerita, Department of History 

Madalina Veres, Visiting Fellow, Center for the Study of Force and Diplomacy; CLA 

Gregory J. W. Urwin, Professor of History 

Peter Lavelle, Assistant Professor of History, Department of History 

Lila Corwin Berman, Professor of History, History Department 

Arthur Schmidt, Professor Emeritus of History, Department of History 

Miles Orville, Professor of English and American Studies 

Peter Puchek, Assistant Professor of English 

Tom McAllister, Associate Professor of English  

Robert Hedley, Professor, Theater Department 

Elizabeth Bolman, Professor and Chair, Department of Art History, Tyler  

Cristina Gragnani, Associate Professor, FGIS Department, CLA 

Ashley West, Assoc. Professor of Art History, Department of Art History 

Jessica Roney, Associate Professor of History, Department of History 

Patricia Moore-Martinez, Associate Professor/Instructional, Spanish & Portuguese 

Nichole E. Miller, Associate Professor of English 

Colin Chamberlain, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy 

Shannon Walters, Associate Professor of English, Dept. of English 

Wilbert J. Roget, Associate Professor of French & Francophone Studies, FGIS (CLA) 

Howard Spodek, Professor of History, Department of History 

Merian Soto, Professor of Dance, Department of Dance 

Robert J. Mason, Professor of Geography & Urban Studies, Department of Geography 

Pepón Osorio, Professor of Art, Department of Art Education and Community Arts 

Wendy Magee, Associate Professor, Music Therapy Program, Boyer College 

Matthew Greenbaum, Professor of Composition, Boyer College of Liberal Arts 

Joshua Pongan, Instructor of Spanish & Portuguese, Department of Spanish & Portuguese 

Kristina Lang, Department Program Specialist, Boyer College  

Richie Sanders, Professor of Geography and Urban Studies 

Jillian Harris, Associate Professor of Dance, Department of Dance 

Raymond Halnon, Assistant Professor of Instruction, Department of Sociology 

Christine Palumbo-DeSimone, Professor (Teaching/Instructional), English Department 

Gretchen Snethen, Assistant Professor, Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 

Christie Rockwell, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Department of Anthropology 

Wendy, Osterweil, Associate Professor of Instruction of Art Education, Tyler 

Inmaculada Garcia-Sanchez, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology 

Karen E. Bond, Associate Professor Karen Bond, Department of Dance 

Gloria Scott, Administrative Coordinator, Boyer College 

David Harrington Watt, Professor, History Department 

Darlene Brooks, Director of Music Therapy Program 

Margaret Tileston, Adjunct Faculty, Music Therapy Department 

Peter J. Marshall, Professor and Chair, Department of Psychology 

Jason Chein, Associate Professor, Director of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, Department of Psychology 

Daniel Berman, Professor & Chair, Greek & Roman Classics Department; and Director, Intellectual Heritage Program 

Mansi Shah, Assistant Professor of Neuroscience, Department of Psychology/Neuroscience 

Lalain Williams, Assistant Professor of Instruction Dept. of Psychology 

David Waxler, Assistant Professor of Instruction, Department of Psychology 

Ingrid Olson, PhD, Professor of Psychology, Department of Psychology 

Nora Newcombe, Professor of Psychology, CLA 

Thomas Shipley, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology 

Alicia Cunningham-Bryant, Assistant Professor for Teaching/ Intellectual Heritage Program 

Thomas Olino, Assistant Professor of Psychology 

Eunice Chen, PhD, Assistant Professor, Psychology 

Linda Chavers, Assistant Professor, Intellectual Heritage Program 

Deborah Lemieur, Adjunct Instructor, Intellectual Heritage Program 

Maurice Wright, Professor of Music, Dept. of Music Studies 

Robin Mitchell-Boyask, Professor of Classics, Department of Greek and Roman Classics 

Travis Glasson, Associate Professor, Department of History 

Paul D. Toth, Associate Professor of Hispanic Linguistics, Department of Spanish and Portuguese 

Helen Shoemark, Associate Professor Music Therapy, Boyer College of Music & Dance 

Matthew Hiller, Associate Professor, Criminal Justice 



Carol Harris-Shapiro Associate Professor of Instruction, Intellectual Heritage Program 

Robert Fauber, Associate Professor, Psychology Department 

Lisa Briand, Assistant Professor, Psychology Department 

Kathy Hirsh-Pasek Professor of Psychology 

 

Cc: Paul S. LaFollette, Editor of Faculty Herald 

       Richard Deeg, Dean of CLA 

 

 


